
 
 

 

 

Tormarton 
Newsletter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

December 2020  
  January 2021 

TORMARTON AND WEST LITTLETON NEWS 
This newsletter is for December and January as usual but due to the changing situation of what is 
permitted during the pandemic restrictions, it may be necessary to do a short newsletter for January.   
Updates on news will be posted on the Tormarton What’s App Group and circulated in West Littleton.   

Diary – December  
Mon   7 Dec   7.30 pm Parish Council Meeting on zoom (see PC report below) 
Sat    12 or 19 Dec     TBA Village Christmas Celebration (see PC report below)  

Recyclable & Refuse Collection: 
N.B. Days/dates will be changed over the Christmas and New Year period.   
The dates shown below are the usual ones and are as shown on the website at the time of printing.  
However, the dates in italics are the ones likely to be changed so please check the leaflets that will be left or 
check on the website to see the correct date!  
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling-changes-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19/ 
Recycling items and food bins are collected every week. 
Black and green bins are collected alternate weeks. 
For details on Recycling items to be put in each box/bag, check information on leaflets that have been left  

Tormarton – usually Mondays                           B4465 towards Codrington – usually Friday  
Bins: 14 & 28 Dec; 11 & 25 Jan         Bins: Fri 11 & 25 Dec; 8 & 22 Jan, 5 Feb  

West Littleton – usually Mondays or Tuesdays (depending on location in the village) 
Bins: 7/8 & 21/22 Dec; 4/5 &  18/19 Jan; 1/2 Feb 

Details of Church Services in Tormarton and West Littleton for December only are shown below, 
with more details given in the copy lower down.   
It is too soon to know what will be permitted in January, so some information on these services will be 
shown in the January Cotswold Edge, with details on the Benefice website when they are available:  
https://marshfieldchurch.org  

TORMARTON CHURCH SERVICES – more details on these services are shown on the next page 
Sun     6 Dec: 10.30 am Holy Communion & Gift Service Rev. Lynne Godfrey 
Sun   20 Dec:             9 am Said Communion     Rev. Sally Wheeler 
Tues 22 Dec:        7 pm Candlelit Celebration  Rev. Sally Wheeler 
Fri  25 Dec: 10.30 am Holy Communion     Rev. Sally Wheeler             

WEST LITTLETON CHURCH SERVICES  
We are not having a formal Gift Service but arrangements are in hand for gifts to be collected and delivered 
to the Sisters of the Church on the 7th December. 
Sun   13 Dec: 10.30 am     Matins        Mr. Charles Keen 
Wed 23 Dec:            4 pm Carol Service in the Churchyard (weather permitting!) Rev. Sally Wheeler 
Fri 25 Dec:        10 am   Holy Communion (1662)   Rev. Lynne Godfrey 

MARSHFIELD BENEFICE SERVICES  
Details of other services in the Benefice and the times for the services available for you in your own homes via 
zoom are shown in Cotswold Edge and on the benefice website: https://marshfieldchurch.org where the zoom 
link can be accessed by clicking on the red JOIN NOW button                                                              . . . / 
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TORMARTON CHURCH SERVICES 

At the time of going to print, the Government had just announced that Tormarton will be in Tier 3.  Whilst 
this is the highest level of risk with significant restrictions applied, the good news is church services will be 
allowed as long as we follow all the guidelines, including social distancing.  The disappointing news is that 
the number of people in church will have to be limited and managed carefully.  Set out below are the proposed 
arrangements for services during December.  We will keep these under review in light of the emerging 
Government advice and notify you of any updates on the Tormarton Community WhatsApp group. 
 
Family Friendly Gift Service – 10.30 am Sunday 6th December  

This special ‘family friendly’ service is our opportunity to support the wonderful and inspiring work of 
the Sisters of the Church in Bristol.  The Sisters have already sourced the food for the parcels so they are 
asking supporters to focus on the gifts to go in the parcels. 
Gifts for adults: please note that gifts for the men are the greater priority 
Men: gloves, warm scarves, hats, socks and especially toiletry sets 
Ladies:  gloves, warm scarves and hats, socks and individual toiletries 
Children: ARGOS VOUCHERS. The Sisters are also planning to provide £15 in Argos vouchers for every 
child in need; this then enables them to choose their own gift. 
Gifts can be left in the church during the week before the Gift Service, vouchers or money donations should 
be delivered to Janet Wells (01454 218549) 
  
Celebration of Christmas by Candlelight – 7 pm Tuesday 22nd December 

This year we will not be allowed to sing carols together in Church, so an alternative version of the Carol 
Service has been devised. 

Gilly Wells and Ashley Stevens will be joined by George Gent and Joanna Bowman for a ‘Celebration of 
Christmas by Candlelight’ - a selection of beautiful readings and music all with a Christmas theme. Sally will 
give the bidding prayer and blessing.  

The service will be held on Tuesday 22nd December at 7 pm and it will last for approximately an hour. 
Unfortunately because of the Covid restrictions we will not be able to serve refreshments. There will be 
retiring collection plates at the exit door in aid of the Church.  

In order to keep to the social distancing rules in Church, it will be essential to reserve seats in advance.   
To book your seats please contact Janet Wells as shown below. 
  
Christmas Day Service – 10.30 am Friday 25th December 

Our Christmas Day service will be held at 10.30 am.  This will be a beautiful family friendly service and we 
hope as many people as possible will be able to join us to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  This year we will have 
to limit the numbers because of the Covid restrictions, so if you would like to come, please book your place 
by contacting Janet Wells as set out below.  Please provide the name of the lead person, their contact details, 
and the number of seats you need.  We will do our very best to accommodate everyone. 
  
Booking arrangements for services in Tormarton Church 
To book places for the Christmas Day Service and the Celebration of Christmas by Candlelight, please ring 
Janet Wells on 01454 218549, or email: drakehouse365@btinternet.com 
  
Future of the Tormarton Church Building 

Thank you to those of you who have commented on the future use of the Church building.  The comments are 
very helpful.  We would still like to hear from as many people as possible so that the PCC can take all views 
into account at its meeting in mid January.  Please can you contact Bruce Finnamore with your views by no 
later than Monday 11th January:  bruce@thefinnamores.com; by telephone on 07831 441 415, or drop a note 
into Tormarton Court.  

This is a very important subject in the future life of the village, so please tell us what you think. 
                                                                                                                                                                       . . . / 
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PARISH COUNCIL NOTES from the Chairman 

Until the news of the tier system on Thursday 26th November, we had a pretty good plan for how the various 
groups in the parish were going to celebrate Christmas this year. It’s been a difficult year for everyone, and we 
really wanted to bring some well deserved goodwill and sparkle to the village, so we will march on. Christmas 
is not yet cancelled! The plan is still to make a focal point on Saturday 12th or 19th December, and as soon as 
is practical, a separate notice will be distributed to parishioners updating them on confirmed events. You all 
contributed to make VE Day such a success, and I am sure that with a little pixie dust we will be able to do the 
same for our Christmas celebrations! 

A quick reminder, that as we are hoping to debate our ‘3 Year Parish Plan’ at our next meeting, please take a 
look at the copy of the draft plan that was distributed with last month’s newsletter. It’s your parish; please 
have your say on how the Parish Council manages it. We’ve had a few responses from West Littleton 
parishioners, but as at the time of writing none from those in Tormarton. You can find a copy of the draft plan 
on the Parish Council website at www.tormarton-pc.gov.uk under latest news. Our next meeting is on 
Monday 7th December at 7.30 pm, please email your comments to clerk@tormarton-pc.gov.uk before then.  

Finally, South Gloucestershire Council is holding a consultation on the reformatting of the junction of the 
Acton Turville Road (B4465) and the A46 as part of a road safety scheme. As this is an accident hotspot that 
is used by many of us on a daily basis, I would highly recommend that those living in the parish have their 
say. You can view documents explaining the proposed changes at:  
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/consult.ti/A46Tormarton  
and then respond directly to the consultation from the same webpage. 

From myself and the other members of the Parish Council we would like to wish everyone a ‘Socially 
Distanced’ safe and Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year. 
 
PARISH HALL Committee  

The hall continues to be used by Pumpkins Nursery but is unavailable for hire by anybody else during the 
current lockdown and with our village falling within Tier 3 it looks unlikely that this situation will change for 
the time being. Maintenance works have been undertaken when necessary but the proposed clean up of the car 
park and playground has been postponed. A new water heater has been installed in the kitchen. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy new Year from the Hall Committee 
 
 
 
Message from Loubee Blooms 
Hello - just to say that the Christmas wreath making classes are cancelled.  However I am offering take away 
kits and then a video demonstration on my business Facebook page ( Loubee Blooms Florist ) 
These are £25 if it’s something you’re interested in.  
Please just ring/message 07821761100 or 01454 218393 loubwaters@googlemail.com 

 
Pilates Sessions are currently held via zoom at 6 pm every Monday evening.   
Anyone interested in joining, who has already done some Pilates, can contact Sophie,  
email: sophiehthomson@hotmail.com, phone: 07786 653834.  Cost: £5 per session.   
                                                                                                                                          
Fireworks on New Year’s Eve:   
It would be appreciated if anyone planning to have fireworks could let their neighbours know, especially those 
with dogs or with livestock in the fields.  
 
 

. . . / 
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Rota Volunteers, Tormarton Church 

Church Flowers: 6/13 Dec – Mrs J. Berry     
  All festive decorations for the Candlelit Celebration on 22nd December   
  20/27 Dec – Mrs S. Porter    3/10 Jan – Mrs J. Bowman     17/24 Jan - Mrs J. Davies 

Church Cleaning:  Dec – Mr. T. Calleja 
                              Jan - Mrs J. Clark and Mrs L. Scott-Martin  
 
 
 
This issue kindly sponsored by Andy Gent.  Edited and copied by the Elliotts.  Items for the next issue to be 
given to Diana Elliott, St. Mary’s House, Tel: 218364, not later than 26th January please.  
Please contact Diana if you would like to send information by email.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

WITH BEST WISHES FOR CHRISTMAS AND THE NEW YEAR 



 

A perfect ‘green gift

The Village Pond Committee
funds to maintain and improve 

Those wishing to help the environment 
area, situated in the heart of the village

Sponsors select a tree/shrub from a list that includes trees that are already in situ 
and new trees/shrubs that are being planted in
replace the ash trees that were lost due to ash die back disease. They 
to dedicate the tree to someone special, perhaps a loved one they have lost.

Sponsorship can be anything from £20 to £200
to the sponsor to decide how much they wish to contribute

All sponsors will be issued with a certificate giving details 
dedication, if applicable.  

The framed certificates make an ideal present for friends and family w
would appreciate a ‘green gift’. 

Details will also be entered 
village website, (http://tormarton.org/latvp/
record. 

If you are interested in supporting this initiative and helping to protect a wildlife 
haven at the centre of the Tormarton community please contact 

email

tel: 01454

 

 

Sponsor A Tree 

green gift’ for family and friends this Christmas!

Committee has set up a sponsorship scheme to 
maintain and improve the pond and adjacent withy beds.

Those wishing to help the environment and support this important conservation 
situated in the heart of the village, are invited to sponsor a tree or shrub.

shrub from a list that includes trees that are already in situ 
and new trees/shrubs that are being planted in the area surrounding the pond to 
replace the ash trees that were lost due to ash die back disease. They 

to someone special, perhaps a loved one they have lost.

Sponsorship can be anything from £20 to £200+ there is no upper 
to the sponsor to decide how much they wish to contribute. 

All sponsors will be issued with a certificate giving details of the tree and the 
.   

he framed certificates make an ideal present for friends and family w
‘green gift’.  

will also be entered in a register on the Village Pond section of the 
http://tormarton.org/latvp/) so that there is a permanent 

supporting this initiative and helping to protect a wildlife 
at the centre of the Tormarton community please contact 

 
mail: stellaturner58@outlook.com,  

01454  218537 or mob: 07375 462779 
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to sponsor a tree or shrub. 
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at the centre of the Tormarton community please contact Stella Turner  


